PREPARATION FOR WAR	63
Edeti was trying to restore belief in the League and in
English disinterestedness by offering a piece of entirely
valueless territory, Sir Samuel Hoare was quietly acquies-
cing in the virtual disarmament of Ethiopia which Italy
was able to accomplish from April onwards. One
country after another was warned that it would be an
unfriendly act to send munitions to Ethiopia.
The French and British, who controlled the only
means of ingress into Ethiopia, placed an unofficial ban
upon all armaments—the French along the Jibuti line,
and the English in the Sudan and in British Somaliland*
Germany as well as France and Great Britain refused
licences to export munitions from May onwards. In
July, Sir Samuel Hoare, with some humour, announced
his intention of withholding all licences for export of
arms to Italy as well as to Abyssinia, though he would
allow the transit of arms through British territory*1 By
that time nearly every country had agreed not to export
arms, and in practice very few rifles slipped into the
country except through illicit and extremely inefficient
channels. The railway remained closed, and every possible
official difficulty was placed upon the disembarking of
sums at Berbera. This attitude of the two Governments,
which controlled Ethiopia's connections with the out-
side world, was to continue right through the war,
even during the time when we were applying sanctions
against Italy, and had declared her an aggressor.2
*A request to be allowed to send arms through the Sudan in
September was refused by the Foreign Office on the grounds that
it was 'contrary to the 1925 agreement with Italy '.
aMr. Hall, an Ethiopian of German extraction, and a man
of remarkable character and intelligence, had a great deamto
do with the buying of munitions abroad. From what I learnt
from him and saw in Abyssinia I have not the least doubt that
the arms prohibition was enforced unofficially but most effectively
through the greater part of the war, both by England and France*

